Section 1 — Annual Governance Staterment 2023/24

We acknowiedge as tha membaers of:

Little Berkhamsted Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. \We canfirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:
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1. e have oot in placs arrargemasnia qar afachye: financial
managemant dunng e yaar, and for e preparaban of
IFes &m.num glalemanta.

Ereparsd tE Bocoieing STElEmenis i seso I ce
AT e Acoalnts and ALY Aegiiedians,

2. Wa malrtalned an accquate: system af riermal conlbeol
including maasunes dagkirac 1o gravent ard dobes froud
ardl carmuntion and raviewed ils eleciivarass.

Ao DIT0eT BRI TRnans ATid ACGEIIT rEsIanley
Tor dmfa el e Colic rongy and eairee s i
K= nhanga.

3. Wa Lock all reagonehia shaps 16 assue oursehas
that thizre are no malaee af acbeal o gosniial
ran-compliance with lnws, regquiations and Praper
Pracices bl saud e & aighilicant Ananclad affae
o1 e abliisy of 1his aughorty bo candiick s
husiness ar manape ils inanoes.

Thae oy diovie Al M ras the lagal sowar o a0 s hes
campied with froger Pracices & daivg o

4, Ve provicked proper oppadenity durng the year for
b pxereee of secloes’ dgiils i sesondance wibh the
faguiramarts of 1ha Accrunts and Audil Regulatians.

AT (e pasy Qe S BArsng laraaned e apnoTamTy i
inspect aad ask gueshiones sboul this slPanlp's acsois,

5. Ve carisd aul &0 &sseganent of tha rsks feong this
gutharty Bnd fank aparopriacs sieps loomanae lose
rish=, including ihe inbreduction of iremal conirols andiar
gxtarnal MEUrBnce counr whens reouived.

consared sad gostimankad fha nansial gng aphar REvs &
Famas mod dealt st them arpardy

. Ve malrtalined mroughaet the year @n adegquale and
rfncthve sysiern ol irdernal audil of Té accourtg
racors and cantmol sysiems,

| arrangead oy & covrgalant persan, moapanaant of rha anchal
oaigmlz and pmicedures, ho g an shieciive waw o el
flevoal covinsds gieal e asade o Mids smaier alshonng

T. Wa logk appropriaba Rotiar an all matters raised
in repocs fram inbemal snd aabamed audi,

raspondad o maltcrs Aroogid o s sieaion Op s 2l
SElansy el

. Wa conaldened whether amy liligation, labilities af
commimeans, evanis & FEnsecions. sooering sithar
Gl ar amar the pear-ord, have a financisl iinpss on
thes autharily ard, whare appropriste; have included them
in lig Bocouniing slesemans,

& (Far local caunciks oy} Tusl iands indeding
chardaba. I our capacily as the sale maraging
meskar we decharped aur accountabiiity
reapanEdalite: for me undisiasses, induding
finandal reparming and, if required, indeoendaat
ExaminEton ar gL

liarizand verthing i should hews shoal ie busingss oy
AL e war Iciang eeaids taking alace afte ftha pany
& if redevaint,

haas et gl of ie sesponstiiiee mhers, 52 A bady
corporahe, U iE o e marEmT sl of 8 0]
draial o frwsts,
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*Plaase provide explanations to the external auditer on & separate sheet for each ‘Mo’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statemant.

This Anaual Govemance Statement was aporowsd at a
rmeating of the awtharity on:

15/05/2024
and racorded 8% mingte reference:

[terrmy 20.3

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the mesting whers
approval was givan:

— e B
Chair o -5‘\:5““-1“—“‘:'

Clark

wiarw littleberkhamsted.org, uk
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Little Berkhamsatad Parizsh Council

resr anding

1. Balances brought __ Tofad balares acd resacess al (e Deginmnmg of e pear

farmard 25,834 3:3|E|41 | @z racardsd in me fnancis! records. Vaiue most sgres i
Sox T of previous yesr

2, (+] Pracept or Rates snd Tots! arreb of precenl for for (0Fs mares and levnes)
Leas 1 E..I[}[]ﬂ 20,0000 reveived or receivatile 1 the year Exclude any grants

receIEd.

3, (=] Tatal olhes recegis Tois! ncome oF receists a2 racorded in the cashibook lpes

23,102 24 075 the precept or ratestevies received fine 2). Includs any
greavils recadvel,

4, (-1 Btall costs Tots! axpemditung or paements rac o aod oo behail

& 281 7159 of all erglepeEs. Inciids Qross salanes and wagas,
? r evnpioyers N commbutions, amplopars panaion
confrbutions, gratuilies amd SeVarancs Dimieis,

8. (-] Loan inteneshicapdal Tolal expenaiiure or payments of capital armd misrest
repaymenks L] 0| madae during the vesr on tha suthoniy's barrowings (iFangd,

6. (=] AR other peyments Tola! exgandiiune oF DaWMBNEE 85 msoordad o the cash-

23,714 43, 918| book less st ooty fline 4] o oo inferesiioapiar
regranprnnis (e 51 =
| 7. (=) Balances carried Toial batances and reserves e aod of the pear Must
st 33,941 26,939 poul (T42+3) - (46546,

B. Tedal walue of cagn and [ The somof At curvant and depost bank Eﬂﬂ;\;'m;. CREh

Ehart tarm investmonts 31909 23,858 notdings snd short tenm investrents hold as o 37 March —
To agres with bank mconciliation.

9. Totad feed aseals plus Ths vale of 2i the progedy e aoilorily owhs — i iz meds
extey besrn inweBimanis 246.22!] 246, 220 up eof all s red aseers sad long e investmanis a5 il
and asseta 31 March. S

10, Total bormowings Tie pursfanalmg capdal balance a5.at 2 March of &l lnans

0 Ul frem third parties [including FALEI

For Local Councils Chnly

| 11a. Disclosure naoba ra Trust furnds
| (Inuding charitable)

11b. Clacloaura note re Trus! lundes
[including chantable)

The Coungl, s & bogy corporsta, acts az sole trustee and
i responsitne o prsnaging Trust funds ar assals,

Thie Fgures in fe sscowrhng steamens alove
Expivca any Trust iraneschions

| maarlify that for e yaar ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statemenls in Ihis Annual Governance and Accountability
Furturn hawe been prepared on eidhes o receipts and payreants
grincome and expenditure basis following the guldance in
Govemancs and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — 2
Praciilichers' Guide to Proper Praclices and preeent fairky
tha financial position of thia authority,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer befora being
presented Lo the authority for approval

16/05/2024

[hale

| eonfinm that these Acoounting Slatements wans
approved by fhis aulharity amthis date:

15/M05/2024

as recordad in minube (eferencs,

tem 20.3 +]

Signed by Chair of e meeting whess ha Accaunting
Slatements were approved

- h:&«_"ﬁ:;!.._* '

c=E
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Annual Internal Audit Report 202324

Little Berkhamstad Parish Council

WL - (il e belkhaimsted - org.Ok

During the financial vear endad 31 March 2024 this authonly's internal audidor scting indepencartly and on the
basis of an aszessment of nek, carmad aul a salective assassman! of compliance with the relevant procadures and
cantiels in cperation and citained appropriale avidarnce from e aulbority.

The inferral audit for 2023724 hag baen carmed oul inaccordance with this aulhedly's needs and planced coverage,
Dn the basie of e findings in the areas sxamined, e internal audit conclusicns are summansad in this table, Se
out below are the cbjectives of intemal control and alengside are the internal audit conciusians an whether in all
significant respects, the centrol chjectives were being achieved throughout ine financizl vear to & atandard sdequate
1o meet the neads of this authanihy.

Intérnal control objective

& Apprapriate acsounticg moeords b Deen propears kepl hrcughoul e Prandial '_n.'r-'.-ul
B. Thiz authanty complisd with its financal regdlabons, payments wene soppomed by |r1'-.-|:|||::e3 all &,
axpanditure was approved and VAT wae eppropristely acoountes for,
G, This guthoriy assessed tha aignificant risks to achisving 5 obechves ard teviawe e adeguscy v
of amanpemenls o manss these
| B, The preceal or rabes sscuirement resutted fromean sdequsta buogeiany procEss; progress anains v
v

the budget wes reguiarly monitarad; and resarvas wars appropriats

E. Exprctod income was fully received, pased on cormes pricss, properly recerded and proomptly
banked; and VAT was approprately socounted for,

F. Patty oesh oeymants ware propery supported by racsipts, all pethy cast axpenditura was approved T /
and VAT appropriataly accountad for, i

G. Balaries th eeployeas and alh..—mcns e FIeMbErs Were Dk In Sectance with ths a4 tharty's
approvela, and PAYE and Ml requireresis wene praperly applisd,

H. Agset and investrients regislers ware compleis and sccursta 502 properly mainiainad.
I, Pencdic bank account reconciliations were properly camisd ol dur o the year.

Jd. Accourtng statErents prepsrad during the year were preparaed an bra cofde ammrng Liagis [fH‘.-PﬂE
and payments or income and sxpsedituneboagreed e he cash book, sipported oy an adequate oot
s o urcedying reoonds and where approprisse debtors and credibars ware properhy reconded,

K. K the autnorily cerifisd itael’ as examp: from & limited assursrce seyiew in 20220235, it mat the
examption critaria ard corractly declarad itself sxarmpt. (7 e auificsiy e a Wniled azsarancs v
fevipw of it 20233 ASAN lice ol eoverad”]

L, The autharity published the required informatcn on 3 websitsiwabpane w2 e dabs al B bme ol the &£
inzemel audit in sceordance with the rslsvant legistation,

ﬂﬂ*«é"&

M, inthe vear coverad by this AGAR, the authorily conecly provided for 2 perod 1or the exerces of
pubdic rights as reguired by the Accounts and Aadil Regulations fdorng the 2023-24 AGAR penod, J
denri ol diglils n peahion Jo dhe BOZR-E3AGAR swvidenced ay a natiee on e websde sndaor

'I"Ir'lr'll']." apfoved Minifes confiming e deraz el

M. Tha ashority has complisd v ih jhe pebdcat o quuIrEHen g for 20223 AGAR v
isea AEAR Fage 1 Suidance Noraz).

0. {For local councils only)
Trost Ferds focluding charilasle) — The counci met e reegonsibilties as a fsioe = v

For any other fsk aress idenified by this suthonty adequate conbrols axsted (Bl any olher nsk asess o0 sscarale sheets if neaded).

Dalalis] intemal audid undetaken Marms of persan whn camad out the indernal audit
(9052024 Janet Pearce

Slgnature of parson wnn OG05/2024
carried aul the inlermal sudit = M’LW Diate
“F the respanae (s ‘ng’ plaaasgtam the Implications and action being taken Lo address’ any weaknass in cantrol
identified {add separate shesls iF neaded).

“Neje: If e respanse ls ‘not covered’ pleass stats when ﬂ'JE:rnl:tat recert Inmrau:ﬂ wark '-'m- dans i this area and whan It is
nesd granned: ar | coverage is nat raquired, the amnual sarmnat audil e mist expiain why not|sdd ssparaie shasts if resed),
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of LITTLE BERKHAMSTED PARISH COUNCIL — HT0067

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature ﬁff vAS; //[-’/.6'(’. / /-v/’ Date 24/09/2024
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