
 

LITTLE BERKHAMSTED PARISH COUNCIL
          _____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 19th November 2025 at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall in Little Berkhamsted. 

Cllrs present: Cllr Morris (Chair), Cllr Fellowes, Cllr Cookson, Cllr Standbrook
Cllrs not present: Cllr Elaine Hunter Approved, Cllr Eaglestone – NOT approved 
Others present: Parish Clerk – Laura Brooks-Payne, 2 members of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Hunter, Cllr Bob Deering
          

2.   To receive declaration of interest and dispensation: None 

3. To approve minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th   
September 2025:  Minutes approved unanimously and signed by the Chair. It was noted 
that Cllr Crofton has not responded to Cllr Morris’s emails regarding traffic calming. It was 
disappointing that the First Aid Course had to be cancelled through lack of interest.

 
4.   Chair Welcome: Cllr Morris welcomed members of the public to the meeting. 

5. To receive the latest Crime Report: The Clerk had circulated reports for September    
and October. In September there was a Section 4 Public Order in Bucks Alley and criminal 
damage to a vehicle in Goddards Close. 

Standing orders suspended

This is the only section in which members of the public are allowed to speak, at all other 
times, Councillors & Clerk only are permitted to speak.

6.    To receive questions and comments from the public: 

Sandie Ash commented on the increase of heavy vehicles travelling through the centre of 
the village in recent weeks. Cllrs noted that lorry drivers follow satnav direction. It was 
noted however that the weight limit for both Church Road is 7.5 tonnes though this is not 
enforced. The heavy vehicles exceed this. 

 Sandie Ash mentioned that a number of residents have discussed planting bulbs along the 
recreation field fence line to make the village look more pleasant in Spring/Summer. This 
was discussed by Cllrs who agreed to fund the bulbs for residents to plant. Sandie will 
organise this.  

Sandie Ash advised that she recently had a nasty experience with a playground user after 
informing them politely that dogs were not allowed in the fenced area. The man was very 
unpleasant. This was discussed among Cllrs and although there are signs to say that dogs 
are not allowed, this is hard to enforce. 



ACTION – Cllr Morris will review the signage. Cllr Morris will check weight limits of village 
centre surrounding roads and report back to the Clerk to enable an email to be written to te
Rural Police team. 

         Standing Orders reinstated

7.       HIGHWAYS

7.1   To update on traffic calming implementation: Cllr Morris reported that he has    
contacted Cllr Crofton but has yet to receive a response. 

     ACTION – Cllr Morris will try to contact Cllr Crofton again. 

8.        PLANNING

To receive & discuss the latest Planning Report circulated by the Clerk:
       Cllrs discussed the one new application (3/25/1659/VAR).

Cllr Morris reported on the ongoing Bridleway 18 issue. The case was recently heard at 
the High Court. The Judge should make a decision in the next two months. 

8.1 To update on the Bellswood development on Bucks Alley:
Cllr Deering has been chasing East Herts Planning for updates and progress. The issue I
ongoing. 

9.        OPEN SPACES

       Cllr Standbrook advised that the benches and litter bins will be relocated.
       Cllr Morris advised that one of the locks is missing on the noticeboard. 

       ACTION – Cllr Morris will obtain a new lock and clean the noticeboard.

9.1 To report on playground issues: 
Cllr Standbrook advised that the playground has no issues. The climbing frame is back 
in use. It was noted that the surfacing would benefit from being renewed to a different 
surface type. This will be discussed further in item 11.2.

9.2       To update on maintenance of highway hedges & liaison with landowner: 
            Cllr Morris advised that the landowner has not replied to several emails and a letter. 

Cllrs discussed the options to either pay for the work through the PC, or to contact 
Highways and ROW to enforce landowners to keep their hedging trimmed suitably for 
the safety of traffic. It was agreed that the best way forward is to involve Highways 
officers to enforce landowners to look after their hedging. 

            ACTION – Clerk will contact Rights of Way and Highways. 

9.3 To update on repairs/ownership to the uneven alleyway between Goddards   
Close to Church Road: 
Cllr Standbrook has obtained quotations for the repairs. Additionally, it was noted that 
the path has subsided. It has also become apparent that Ringway have marked the area
in readiness for repairs. It was agreed to wait to see if the work will be carried out. 
Cllr Standbrook explained that there is a question as to where the electrical supply to 
the light (that is not currently working) comes from. Solar lights were discussed as an 



alternative. It was noted that one of the fence panels along the alleyway has become 
loose and is hanging off. 

    ACTION – Cllr Hunter will ascertain ownership of the fence and report back to the Clerk 
to enable an email to be written to the appropriate authority. Cllr Standbrook will 
investigate solar light pricing. Cllr Morris will look into the original power cable came 
from, for the light, with a view to reinstate it.

 
10.        PREMISES MANAGEMENT

              VILLAGE HALL
 
10.1       To update on maintenance work carried out: 
             Cllr Standbrook advised that decking needs to be removed and a door ramp be added 

in its place. 
             Cllrs agreed for the work to go ahead.
             Painting the exterior will be discussed in the Spring. 
             PAT Testing is required.
             It was noted that there is no emergency lighting in the disabled toilet. It was agreed 

that that the heaters will be set to low through the winter. It was discussed and 
agreed that the water heater will be replaced in the bathroom so that users can wash 
hands in warm water. 

             ACTION – Cllr Morris will carry out the PAT Testing & set the heaters. Cllr Standbrook 
will arrange a replacement for the water heater. 

10.2       To update on quotations for repairs required in the cottage: Nothing to report. 
              
               CRICKET AND COMMUNITY PAVILION  (C&C Pavilion) 

10.3        To receive latest report/maintenance work on the C & C Pavilion: 

        Cllr Hunter sent the Clerk the following report in her absence: Cricket matches 
have finished. There have been 2 functions in the Pavillion and the Cricket 
Clubs AGM. The Cricket Club have cleared the bar and kitchen but still have to 
get the ground works completed. They will then have a working party to clear 
waste and put equipment into the garage. Cllr Hunter will then be in a position 
to arrange a deep clean.

        Cllr Standbrook has drained the water tank in the loft in readiness for the 
Winter.

11           FINANCE

11.1        To approve latest accounts summary circulated by the Clerk:
                Accounts were unanimously approved. 

11.2        To discuss, agree and approve the 2026-2027 Budget & Precept: 
              The Clerk had circulated the draft budget prior to the meeting. Each line was discussed

in depth. It was discussed that there may need to be an increase in budget for surface
work to be carried out in the playground. It was agreed that quotations will be sought 
in order to budget accurately and therefore the approval for precept will carry over to 
the January 2026 meeting. 



              ACTION – Cllr Standbrook will seek playground surface quotes.
 

12  Items for future consideration: None

13 To approve the date of the next Parish Council meeting: 21st January2026 :
Date approved 

14 To approve meeting dates for 2026:
      21st January, 18th March, 13th  May, 15th July, 16th September, 18th November, 

dates approved.

15 To close the meeting: Cllr Morris closed the meeting at 9.40pm.         

Laura Brooks-Payne
22nd November  

                                            


