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LITTLE BERKHAMSTED PARISH COUNCIL
          _____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 18th March 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall in Little Berkhamsted. 

Cllrs present: Cllr Hunter (Vice-Chair), Cllr Fellowes, Cllr Standbrook

Cllrs not present: Cllr Morris (Chair) – approved, Cllr Cookson – not approved 

Others present: Parish Clerk – Laura Brooks-Payne, 6 members of the public


1.   To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Morris (Chair), Sandie Ash – approved 
        
2.         To receive declaration of interest and dispensation: None

3.  To approve minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21st January 2026: The Clerk briefly went through outstanding points from the last meeting. There were a number of outstanding action points for Cllr Morris. Minutes unanimously approved. 

ACTION - The Clerk will remind Cllr Morris of his action points.

4.          Chair Welcome: In the Chairs absence, Vice Chair, Cllr Hunter welcomed members of the public to the meeting. 

5           To receive the latest Crime Report: The Clerk had circulated the latest reports prior to the meeting. See also Item 7.2.

  In January the following crimes occurred;
 10/01/2026 Section 4A public order Henderson Place Epping Green
  02/01/2026 Burglary business – Lower Hatfield Road
 16/01/2026 Criminal Damage – Goddards Close

  In February; no reported crimes.

 See addendum for further information. 

Standing orders suspended

This is the only section in which members of the public are allowed to speak, at all other times, Councillors & Clerk only are permitted to speak.

6.        To receive questions and comments from the public
James Tancock from the Cricket Club (CC) informed the PC that they are eager to start a youth cricket team on a Friday evening and to re-establish local connections. Coaches are undertaking training to enable them to do this, which includes enhanced DBS checks and increased safeguarding. The refurbishment of the showers was mentioned. It was mentioned that the CC could help with fundraising to pay for this. Cllrs advised that there may be funding via Cllr Croftons budget. The CC agreed to keep in close touch with the PC and to get in touch with Cllr Crofton.   

Julia that lives in Henderson Place advised that residents in Henderson place were very concerned about the barn that has been erected in Epping Green. (Willows Paddock). The barn is large and highly visible (which original plans stated it would not be). In addition, the adjacent bridleway is now very busy with traffic. An archaeological survey was not carried out, though was required as part pf the permissions. Residents are worried that the barn will eventually be used as a dwelling.
The Clerk advised that she has already been in touch with Enforcement at East Herts Council regarding the archaeological survey, the addition of stables & the position of the large barn. Julia will keep in touch with the Clerk regarding the matter. 
Cllr Deering commented that in his opinion, EH Enforcement team are not dealing with enforcement issues quick enough.  

Alex Baker advised that the police meeting that took place last Saturday regarding the breach in weight restrictions on the roads through the village, was extremely useful. Alex has been in contact with the rural police team with footage from his CCTV cameras.


        Standing Orders reinstated

7.           HIGHWAYS

7.1        To update on traffic calming implementation: Cllr Morris was absent from               the meeting though had indicated that he is seeking clarification where the weight limits start. 

7.2        To discuss regular breach of weight restrictions on Robins Nest Hill: The Clerk had contacted the Rural Police Team after discussions at the last meeting. A resident had also been in touch with the PC in reference to the regular passing of heavy vehicles. The Police team were quick to organise a meeting for residents to discuss the issues. This took place last Saturday and was well attended. It was agreed that the Police Team will write to the companies whose vehicles are regularly contravening the weight restrictions on some roads and a resident will provide number plates and photo evidence to the Police. 

8.           PLANNING

8.1         To receive & discuss the latest Planning Report circulated by the Clerk:

8.2         To update on the Bellswood development on Bucks Alley: Frustratingly although a meeting with both Bayford and Little Berkhamsted Parish Councils has been requested on several occasions no dates have been forthcoming. The Clerk liaised again with Head of Planning, Sara Saunders and a meeting has now been arranged for 15th April. Several former residents of Bellswood have also written official letters to East Herts explaining that there were very few families living on the site historically; therefore few caravans. Cllr Deering noted that EH are seeking more legal advice prior to the meeting. 


 
 
9.           OPEN SPACES

9.1    To report on playground issues: Cllr Standbrook reported that quotations have been sought for replacing the playground surface in some areas to a soft rubber type material due to the bark surface not being adequate and puddling of water occurring, especially in the winter months. Cllrs agreed and approved to go ahead with the work with NCD Maintenance. The slide ladder has also been repaired.

ACTION – Cllr Standbrook will ask NCD to go ahead.

9.2 [bookmark: _Hlk113220055]   To update on maintenance of highway hedges & liaison with landowner: Cllr Morris was absent from the meeting and left no update. 

ACTION - Add to next agenda. 

9.3         To update on repairs/ownership to the uneven alleyway between Goddards Close to Church Road: Cllr Standbrook reported that the repair has now taken place.  

10.          PREMISES MANAGEMENT

10.1       To update on the asset management plan: Cllr Morris was absent from the   meeting and left no update.
             
              ACTION - Add to next agenda. 

               VILLAGE HALL

10.2        To update on maintenance work carried out: Cllr Standbrook reported that the decking has been removed to the back of the hall and the remaining surface is adequate. The level is now lower. The door is a fire escape Cllr Standbrook is seeking quotes for a ramp. 

10.3      To update on quotations for repairs required in the cottage: The Clerk advised that Sandie (Cottage tenant) reported that the front fence and back fence need replacing or repair, as well as a large holly bush that needs maintain for access.
             
             ACTION –  Cllr Standbrook will look at the back fence, organise repairs for the front fence and arrange to pollard the holly bush.  

                CRICKET AND COMMUNITY PAVILION  (C&C Pavilion) 

10.4        To receive latest report/maintenance work on the C & C Pavilion: Cllr Hunter reported that a new oven has been installed.  

10.5        To update on potential summer camp usage for the pavilion and recreation ground: Cllr Morris was absent from the meeting and left no update. 

                ACTION - Add to next agenda. 

10.6       To update on meeting with Cricket Club & 2026 contract: Cllr Hunter reported that she had attended a meeting with Cllr Morris after the last meeting. The contract had been signed. The CC have agreed to send over relevant documents. 

10.7         To discuss possible refurbishment of showers: see item 6. In addition, Cllr Standbrook advised that he has, in recent times, obtained a quote for an improved water heater so that hot water pressure is improved. It was noted that this is a major project for discussion at later date. It was suggested that it was part-funded by the Cricket Club.

                ACTION – Cllr Standbrook will obtain quotes to improve the pressure and hot water. 

10.8         To discuss introduction of a youth Cricket team: See item 6.

10.9         To discuss replacement of flooring: Cllr Standbrook advised that this project is not a priority currently. Cllrs agreed. 

10.    FINANCE

10.1    To approve latest accounts summary circulated by the Clerk: The Clerk had circulated the latest accounts prior to the meeting. Accounts unanimously approved and signed. 
The Clerk explained she will soon be finalising end of year accounts and getting prepared for both an internal and external audit. 
The Clerk explained that there is more detail required this year for Audit, in the form of ‘Assertion 10’ which goes into further detail in terms of accessibility and GDPR. All PC members, including Cllrs, will be involved. The Clerk will be in touch with further information. 
The clerk reported that she has been in touch with Scottish power re the electricity for both buildings. A credit has been obtained for both buildings and the monthly payments lowered in line with usage.  

11.2       To approve rental for Cricket Club contract 2026: A price increase had been agreed in the meeting. See item 10.6 also. 

11.    Items for future consideration: Cleaning of the war memorial. 

12.   To approve the date of the next Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 13th May 2026 and the APM at 7.30pm on Wednesday 15th April: Dates approved. Cllr Hunter agreed to purchase refreshments for the meeting. The Clerk will send a mailchimp advertising the APM. Cllr Cookson will add the APM to the next newsletter. Cllr Morris will write the annual report. 

13.         To close the meeting: Cllr Hunter closed the meeting at 9.20pm           
                                                 







ADDENDUM


Further Police Report information for residents

The Neighbourhood Policing Team have continued to police the area consistently following the new Local Priorities that were set in January for the area:

BUNTINGFORD: Youth related ASB in the Town Centre Friday to Sunday from 15:00pm – 21:00pm
EH RURALS: Hare Coursing & Poaching between Buckland and The Pelhams weekday evenings from 18:00pm and weekends

The Team have continued pro-active policing around the ASB issue in the town with further arrests being made more recently and with further sanctions for some of the young offenders. These include arrests, a Community Protection Warning, and Anti-social Behaviour Contracts, as well as engagement with those children on the periphery of these incidents.

The team continue to engage in regular pro-active operations, including:-

· Op Galileo – Focused patrols to deter and detect rural-specific crime.
· Op Quadro – Intel-led patrols and stops of people and vehicles of interest.
· Op Ceroc – Patrols, seizures, recovery, and intel-gathering related to the illegal use of nuisance off road bikes and related vehicles.
· Op Attitude – ASB patrols in Buntingford for high visible presence, intel gathering and crime prevention.

These operations have led to the disruption of fly-tippers, hare coursers, the arrests of drug drivers, drug seizures, the recovery of stolen vehicles, and seizure and disposal of nuisance vehicles.

As well as a significant increase of ASB and crimes in Buntingford, there has been a recent spike in Vehicle Thefts in Tewin which has required additional police resourcing from the team late February 2026.

With the school term in full swing PCSO’s have conducted talks in some of the schools in the area with more visits to be planned over the coming months, including parking patrols outside the schools following reports from local residents of inconsiderate parking and verbal abuse. Talks also include other ‘out of school’ groups.
In addition to this, PCSO’s have conducted a situational awareness presentation to the Bishops Stortford Street Pastors and have 2 more talks planned to other groups in the rural community.

There has been regular reassurance visits conducted at Places of Worship across the county which continues throughout the teams regular patrol strategies.

The constabulary are particularly keen for local people to give us feedback on policing via the Herts Connected surveys. We will be looking to set our policing priorities for the upcoming quarter and would very much appreciate if you could share the link and QR code below on social media:-

https://bit.ly/hertspolice-psf
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If you need to report a crime in progress, please call 999, for all others please use 101 or online reporting https://www.herts.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

The Herts Connected system delivers Hertfordshire police’s crime alerts. Registered local residents can receive the latest crime or emergency updates and alerts, as well as information about policing events in your area. Local residents can get involved in helping to make their local area a safer place, tell us what police should be doing in their area, shape the initiatives that help to keep people and property safe, and tell us what matters are causing local communities harm.

The more residents that register, the better informed and safer our communities will be. We would be most grateful if you could continue to share the link below in any parish communications, and especially on social media, to encourage as many local residents as possible to sign up.

https://www.hertsconnected.co.uk/

Your cooperation is very much appreciated.

Additional Crime Prevention Advice can be found via this link: https://www.herts.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/   Thank you

East Herts Rural Highlights Video 2024-25
https://youtu.be/bnf6PE4uuvc?feature=shared
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