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LITTLE BERKHAMSTED PARISH COUNCIL
          _____________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2026 at 6pm in the Village Hall in Little Berkhamsted. 

Cllrs present: Cllr Morris (Chair) Cllr Hunter (Vice-Chair), Cllr Fellowes, Cllr Cookson, Cllr Standbrook, Cllr Hermitage(from item number 5), Cllr Baker( from item number 5)

Cllrs not present: None 

Others present: Parish Clerk – Laura Brooks-Payne, 4 members of the public

1. To receive apologies for absence: Cllr Ken Crofton and Cllr Bob Deering 
        
2. To receive declaration of interest and dispensation:  Cllrs Cookson, Standbrook for item 12.1. Cllr Morris for item 11.2

3.  To approve minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 13th May 2025: The minutes were circulated prior to the meeting, these were unanimously approved. 

4.  Chair Welcome:  Cllr Morris welcomed all members pf the public to the meeting. 

5.  To co-opt two new Councillors: The Clerk advised that two parishioners had come forward with interest in the position and have completed the application forms, which had subsequently (prior to the meeting) been circulated to standing Cllrs. Alex Baker and Gemma Hermitage were unanimously co-opted and welcomed onto the Parish Council. Both new Cllrs took their seats with the other Cllrs and signed their Declaration of Office. 

6. To receive the latest Crime Report: The Clerk had circulated the June report prior to the meeting. Several reports have been made to Police regarding ongoing issues with the reopening of Bridleway 18. Patrols continue as and when we are available to monitor the weight restriction violations.  Also see addendum. 

Standing orders suspended

This is the only section in which members of the public are allowed to speak, at all other times, Councillors & Clerk only are permitted to speak.

7.   To receive questions and comments from the public:

Sandie Ash thanked Cllr Cookson for organising the Fun Day.






        Standing Orders reinstated

     8.     HIGHWAYS

8.1    To update on traffic calming implementation: Cllr Morris reported that he is   struggling to get any of the authorities on board with the 20’s plenty initiative. The Clerk suggested the PC revisit other options. Other traffic calming measures were discussed.

         ACTION – Cllr Morris will email his contact at Highways to suggest a site visit to discuss other more viable traffic calming options. 

8.2    To update on the breach in weight restrictions by heavy vehicles through the   village centre: Cllr Baker reported that he has been actively liaising with the authorities and PCSO Sally Brooks on the issue. All relevant departments including Highways, DVSA and planning waste and minerals have been contacted who seem to pass the issue back to each other. Cllr Baker noted that legislation states that local authorities have a responsibility to maintain signage. Cllr Baker is continuing to pursue the issue. PCSO Sally Brooks has sent three notices of intended prosecutions to offending lorries in the last week.   

          ACTION – Cllr Baker will continue to pursue the issue. 

9.      PLANNING

9.1    To receive & discuss the latest Planning Report circulated by the clerk: The latest planning summary was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. The new applications were briefly discussed. It was noted by the Clerk that since Cllr Eaglestones departure from the PC, no other Cllrs are managing this important section of the PC. Cllrs Baker and hermitage offered to take on the role and will discuss the finer detail with the Clerk in due course. 

9.2    To update on the Bellswood development on Bucks Alley: Cllr Fellowes reported that the maximum amount of caravans allowed is now 12. It was noted that the agent for Bellswood had recently attending the Bayford PC meeting. It appears that the agent has disputed a number of reasons put forward including the number of caravans allowed and associated landscaping. It was also noted that several residents have also contacted the estate agent marketing the development to advise that planning permission is not in place. The senior planning enforcement officer has recently visited the site and is seeking further legal advise.  
 
10      OPEN SPACES

10.1    To report on playground issues:  Cllr Standbrook reported that the new safety surfacing is currently being installed. The picnic table has been relocated. 

[bookmark: _Hlk113220055]10.2    To update on maintenance of highway hedges & liaison with landowner:
Cllr Morris noted that he is unlikely to have any contact with one of the landowners. Cllr  Standbrook suggested that letters are sent to landowners in September. 

ACTION – Clerk will gather relevant addresses of landowners. 

10.3     To update on repairs/ownership to the uneven alleyway between Goddards     Close to Church Road: It was noted that the repair has been completed. 

            ACTION - The Clerk will follow up on fence repairs.

10.4 To update on opening of Bridleway 18: Cllr Morris reported that the bridleway has been opened. The landowners however have fenced it back off and changed the path route and added two beehives adjacent to the route. Enforcement have issued a 14 day notice to clear the correct route. 

11.        PREMISES MANAGEMENT

11.1    To update on the Asset Management Plan: It was noted hat this is an ongoig live document updated when required and the item can be removed from the agenda going forward. 

11.2    To discuss hirers conflict of interest: Cllr Standbrook advised that a letter had been received by a resident and current hirer of the hall. The hirer was concerned by other hirers carrying out similar activities because it could affect their business. Cllrs unanimously discussed and agreed that the hall could be hired by anyone wishing to use it. It was noted that the type of usage of PC buildings usage is not a concern for Cllrs, providing it is a safe activity and permitted with the realms of the buildings insurance cover. 

           VILLAGE HALL

11.3    To update on maintenance work: Cllr Standbrook reported that the front cottage fence and back gate had been repaired and re-painted. The drains were cleared out to the back of the hall and a ramp has been installed to the rear of the hall because this had a step and is used as an emergency exit. 

             CRICKET & COMMUNITY PAVILION (C&C PAVILION) 

11.4      To receive latest report/maintenance work on the C & C Pavilion:
    Cllr Standbrook reported that damage had occurred to the picnic table which had now been repaired. Cllr Hunter reported that the Fun Day held last Sunday was a success despite the dog show having to be cancelled due to the extreme current hot weather. Thanks went to Cllr Cookson for organising the event. 

11.5      To update on potential summer camp usage for the pavilion and recreation  ground: Cllr Morris has contacted five companies and not had a response. It was suggested that the PC members speak to people locally to see if there would be any interest. 

             ACTION – Cllr Morris will follow up with the companies already contacted. 

11.6      To update on new hot water tank to improve shower water pressure: Cllr Standbrook has sent information to Cllr Morris to contact the Cricket Club (CC) to ask is they can help financially by raising funds. In addition it was noted that Cllr Crofton has offered to help with funding. 

             ACTION – Cllr Morris will contact the CC.


11.7 To update on the introduction of a youth Cricket team: The Clerk had contacted the CC but had not received an update. Cllr Standbrook has spoken to James from the CC but there is no further detail. It was agreed that the item will be removed from the agenda going forward.

12         FINANCE

12.1     To approve latest accounts summary circulated by the Clerk:
            The clerk had circulated the accounts prior to the meeting. These were unanimously    approved. 

            It was noted that the Cricket Club were overdue on their second payment. The Clerk had chased for payment. The deposit payment was discussed. 

           ACTION - The Clerk will look at deposits for the last two year and liaise with James. 

12.2     To approve updated Financial Regulations: The Clerk had circulated the amended document prior to the meeting. This was unanimously approved.  

13.        Items for future consideration: CCTV - pavilion

14.        To approve the date of the next Parish Council meeting: Wednesday 16th September 2026: date approved.  

15.        To close the meeting: Cllr Morris closed the meeting at 7.50pm          


 

Laura Brooks-Payne 
Parish Clerk                                   








ADDENDUM

POLICE Other news and updates:

The Neighbourhood Policing Team have continued to police the area consistently over the last month. We will be setting new priorities shortly which will probably include flytipping as we have had several reports over the last few weeks but after fast time investigations we have had some good results.

Current priorities:

BUNTINGFORD: Youth related ASB in the Town Centre Friday to Sunday from 15:00pm – 21:00pm
EH RURALS: Hare Coursing & Poaching between Buckland and The Pelhams weekday evenings from 18:00pm and weekends

The team continue to engage in regular pro-active operations, including:-

· Op Galileo – Focused patrols to deter and detect rural-specific crime.
· Op Quadro – Intel-led patrols and stops of people and vehicles of interest.
· Op Ceroc – Patrols, seizures, recovery, and intel-gathering related to the illegal use of nuisance off road bikes and related vehicles.
· Op Attitude – ASB patrols in Buntingford for high visible presence, intel gathering and crime prevention.

These operations have led to the disruption of fly-tippers, hare coursers, the arrests of drug drivers, drug seizures, the recovery of stolen vehicles, and seizure and disposal of nuisance vehicles.

Patrols continue in and around Little Berkhamsted monitoring HGV traffic.  Issues are being reported around the reopening of Bridleway 18. 

Street Meet held at the allotments in Hertford Heath to consider target hardening. Crime prevention advice offered to all those who attended.

Street Meet also held at Broad Green Wood Bayford as a result of increased crime at the location.  Several areas have been targeted in the early hours of the morning by a lone male offender wandering around trying car door handles. He has entered multiple vehicles which have been left unlocked. This week he has been caught on CCTV in Buntingford and Watton at Stone. Please make sure that you lock your vehicle when not in use.

Thankfully we seem to be getting some relief from the hot weather at last. However please continue to be vigilant around open windows etc. Lock your sheds and garages.

The constabulary are particularly keen for local people to give us feedback on policing via the Herts Connected surveys. We will be looking to set our policing priorities for the upcoming quarter and would very much appreciate if you could share the link and QR code below on social media:-

https://bit.ly/hertspolice-psf
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If you need to report a crime in progress, please call 999, for all others please use 101 or online reporting https://www.herts.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

The Herts Connected system delivers Hertfordshire police’s crime alerts. Registered local residents can receive the latest crime or emergency updates and alerts, as well as information about policing events in your area. Local residents can get involved in helping to make their local area a safer place, tell us what police should be doing in their area, shape the initiatives that help to keep people and property safe, and tell us what matters are causing local communities harm.

The more residents that register, the better informed and safer our communities will be. We would be most grateful if you could continue to share the link below in any parish communications, and especially on social media, to encourage as many local residents as possible to sign up.

https://www.hertsconnected.co.uk/

Your cooperation is very much appreciated.

Additional Crime Prevention Advice can be found via this link: https://www.herts.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/   Thank you

East Herts Rural Highlights Video 2024-25
https://youtu.be/bnf6PE4uuvc?feature=shared
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